
Jackson Hole High School Postsecondary 
Planning Guide 



The Jackson Hole High School Counseling Department provides academic, personal/
social, and career and college guidance to students.  Specifically, our college and 
career programming is designed to give all students a head start on their 
postsecondary career. 


College and career ready has become a popular catch phrase, but behind the language 
is an increased awareness of the need for students to graduate from high school and 
to more education and training. The question of how young people become successful 
postsecondary students is a big one. Research tells us that students who spend time 
exploring their personalities, interests, and strengths before graduating from high 
school are more likely to find a postsecondary environment in which they flourish, 
choose a major with which they are satisfied, and graduate on time with a degree they 
use in a career they enjoy. As a result, more attention is being paid to the academic 
development and social skills our students need to be successful after high school.


Wherever you are in this process - whether you are in 9th grade or entering 12th; 
whether you are planning to take advantage of Central Wyoming College’s vocational 
or transfer programs, investigate the Hathaway Scholarship at the University of 
Wyoming, apply to the most selective colleges in the country, or anything in between - 
we look forward to being a part of this very important time in your life.


Suzy Ganer 	 	 	 	 	 	 Angel Bentz

School Counselor, Last Names A-G	 	 School Counselor, Last Names H-N


Tavi Brandenburg	 	 	 	 	 Emily Hoffer

School Counselor, Last Names O-Z	 	 College & Career Education Coordinator
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Post High School Options 
There are many options for students after 
high school. The possibilities include, but are 
not limited to, the following:

•A four-year college (either public or private) 

•A two-year college (either public or private) 

•A technical college (either public or private) 

•A specialty school

•The military (regular enlistment, ROTC, or a 
service academy) 

•Employment

•An apprenticeship

•A post-graduate program (a “gap” year)


Four-year colleges are located in every state 
and are either public (which means they are 
partly supported by taxes and are therefore 
generally less expensive than private 
colleges) or private (which are not supported 
by taxes). Both public and private colleges 

offer a wide variety of programs and vary in size from very small to very large. There are 
more than 3,000 four-year colleges in the United States to choose from. The 
University of Wyoming is the only four-year college in Wyoming. Other examples of 
four-year colleges popular among JHHS graduates are:

• Montana State University (Bozeman, MT)

• Western Washington University (Bellingham, WA)

• Colorado Mesa University (Grand Junction, CO)

• University of Denver (Denver, CO)

• Westminster College (Salt Lake City, UT)


Two-year colleges can also be either private or public and are located throughout the 
United States. The most common two-year college is the public community college, 
which is usually the least expensive and most convenient option for students wanting 
to pursue a college education. Students who desire to earn a four-year degree can 
complete their last two years by transferring their community college credits to a four-
year school that agrees to accept them. Two-year colleges also offer opportunity to 
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earn certificates (for example, in diesel 
mechanics, welding, or cosmetology) that lead 
directly to a career. There are seven community 
colleges in Wyoming. These include:

•Central Wyoming College (main campus in 
Riverton, outreach campus in Jackson)

•Casper College

•Western Wyoming Community College


The military offers a variety of training 
opportunities and requires a service 
commitment in return. In addition to regular 
enlistment, students who want to pursue a 
college degree before they complete their 

service commitment can apply for an ROTC 
program or a service academy. ROTC scholarships allow students to complete their 

education at a civilian college at the same time they are training to become a 
commissioned officer in a branch of the armed services. Many college campuses offer 
ROTC programs. Names and phone numbers of military contacts can be obtained in 
the JHHS School Counseling office.


Service academies, which require a fairly extensive application process, include the 
following:


• United States Air Force Academy www.usafa.af.mil

Colorado Springs, Colorado 80840 Ph. 800-443-9266


• United States Coast Guard Academy www.cga.edu

New London, Connecticut 06320

Ph. 800-883-8724


• United States Merchant Marine Academy www.usmma.edu

Kings Point, NY 11024

Ph. 866-546-4778


• United States Military Academy www.usma.edu

West Point, N.Y. 10996

Ph. 845-938-4041
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• United States Naval 
Academy 
www.usna.edu

Annapolis, Maryland 
21402 Ph. 
410-293-4361


Employment 
immediately after high 
school is an option 
chosen by students who 
know that they wish to 
be involved in an 
occupation which 

requires no additional training beyond high school or who want to delay formalized 
post high school training. Sometimes companies have their own training programs. 
Students wishing to pursue the employment option should talk with their counselor 
about resources.

The following Web sites provide information on career planning and researching jobs:

www.bls.gov/ooh www.doleta.gov/jobseekers 

www.iseek.org


Apprenticeship programs are another way to get training for a particular occupation 
and often offer the opportunity for you to be paid while you train. Some of the 
Wyoming community colleges offer apprenticeships, others may be found through 
local businesses. Talk to your school counselor if you have questions.


Self-Reflection 

Who are you? Finding the right plan for you requires an understanding of your values, 
skills and interests. One factor you should consider is how your learning style matches 
the educational institutions that you are considering attending. If you prefer courses 
that relate directly to a particular career, and/or a more hands-on approach to 
education, you may want to consider beginning your education at a community college 
or technical school. Or, you might decide that you want to begin college coursework, 
however you do not want to move away from home or attend a four-year institution 
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quite yet. Community colleges can help ease 
the transition from high school to college. Of 
course, the decision of whether to attend a 
two-year college or a four-year college is not 
this simple. We want to remind you of the 
importance of considering who you are when 
you are deciding on what type of institution to 
attend.


Once you decide what type of institution you 
would like to attend, you must consider what 
school criteria are most important to you. This 
will allow you to narrow your list of schools to 
those that match your needs best. You may be 
living on campus for four years, so don’t forget 
the importance of comparing campus life, 
diversity of the student body, living 
arrangements, etc. The following factors may 
be helpful to consider:


• Size of the school

• Location of the school

• Availability of your major

• Size of the classes

• Quality of the faculty

• Flexibility and availability of 
interdepartmental study or transfer

• Availability of courses through registration

• Availability of faculty and facilities to 
undergraduate students

• Success of graduates pursuing graduate 
studies and/or employment 

opportunities

• Instructional facilities and equipment

• Academic structure and core requirements

• Type of sports programs available

• Advising programs

• Programs to meet special needs


�5



• Cost of the institution

• Composition and interrelationships of the student body

• Availability of extracurricular activities

• Selectivity and admissions requirements

• Living arrangements and facilities

• Availability of financial aid & scholarships

• Kind of school (i.e., public, private, church- affiliated, liberal, conservative, etc.)

• Campus/community safety and security

• Prestige and name recognition

• School calendar
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College & Career Ready: A Four Year Process 

At Jackson Hole High School, we incorporate college and career readiness into each of 
your four years as a student. You and your parent(s)/guardian(s) can continue this work 
at home as well. Here are some suggestions for places to start:


9th Grade ____________________________________________________


• Take challenging classes in core academic subjects. Most colleges require four years 
of English, at least three years of social studies, three years of math, and three years 
of science, and many require two years of a foreign language. 


• Meet with your counselor to review your four-year plan.

• Get involved in school or community-based activities that interest you or let you 

explore career interests. Remember—it’s quality (not quantity) that counts.

• Start a list of your awards, honors, paid and volunteer work, and extracurricular 

activities by building your resume in Naviance. Update it throughout high school. 


Parents/Guardians 

• Talk to your student about college plans as if he or she will definitely go to college.

• Keep an eye on your student’s study habits and grades—stay involved.

• Encourage your student to take Advanced Placement or other challenging classes.


10th Grade ___________________________________________________


• Meet with your school counselor to review your four-year plan, making adjustments 
to coincide with your post-high school plans


• Find an extracurricular or community service activity that interests you. Get involved.

• Open your account on Naviance. You’ll complete the Career Interest Profiler in 

College & Career Ready to begin exploring career and educational options. 

• Know what is on your transcript.

• Explore summer opportunities to enrich your experiences. 

• Consider taking a practice Preliminary SAT (PSAT)


Parents/Guardians 

• Plan to attend college nights, financial aid nights, and scholarship night at JHHS with 
your student - beginning the conversation early is a great idea.
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• Help your student develop independence by encouraging him or her to take 
responsibility for balancing homework with any other activities or a part-time job.


• Encourage your student to take Advanced Placement, CWC concurrent enrollments, 
and other challenging classes.


• Learn (and talk with your student about) the differences between grants, loans, work-
study, and scholarships (there’s lots of good information at studentaid.ed.gov)


11th Grade __________________________________________________________________ 

• Start your post-high school planning in earnest. A good first step is to meet with your 
counselor and review your strengths and interests, your academic plan, and your 
current record.


• Attend college information sessions at JHHS, sign up to meet with college 
representatives, and ask colleges to send you information.


• Discuss college costs with your family and begin to research financial aid and 
scholarship opportunities.


• Register carefully for your senior year courses, making sure that you will have the 
necessary preparation requirements for college


• In the spring, take the ACT (all juniors take it at school in April). Consider the SAT 
Reasoning Test and possibly SAT Subject Tests. 


• If you are considering ROTC or a service academy, contact the appropriate persons 
so that you are doing the preliminary parts of the application.


• Build a list of colleges that meet your criteria and your interest. Note their application 
deadlines and testing requirements.


• Submit the NCAA Eligibility Center form if you plan to participate in a Division I or II 
sport in college


• Visit colleges you’re interested in. If you can’t do that, be sure to spend time on the 
college’s website. Colleges want to know you’re interested in them (that’s called 
“demonstrated interest”) - you can demonstrate your interest by emailing admissions 
officers or professors, asking to be connected with a student who can give you a 
student perspective by phone or email, liking the college’s Facebook page, etc.


Summer Before 12th Grade 
• Narrow down the list of colleges you are considering. If you can, visit the schools 

that interest you. Talk to as many people as you can (students, professors, and 
coaches) about their experience at their school.


• Begin working on your admissions essays and the Common Application if your 
colleges use it
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• Decide whether you are going to apply under a particular college’s Early Decision or 
Early Action program. Be sure to learn about the program deadlines and 
requirements.


• Use the FAFSA4caster financial aid estimator, and compare the results to the actual 
costs at the colleges to which you will apply. To supplement any aid FAFSA4caster 
estimates, be sure to apply for scholarships. Your goal is to minimize the loans you 
borrow.


Parents/Guardians 
• Talk to your student about the schools he or she is considering. Ask why those 

schools appeal to your student, and help him or her clarify goals and priorities.

• Attend college fairs with your student, but don’t take over the conversation with the 

college representatives. Just listen, and let your student do the talking.

• Take your student to visit college campuses, preferably when classes are in session.


12th Grade __________________________________________________________________ 

All Year 
•  Work hard all year—second-semester grades can affect scholarship eligibility.

•  Stay involved in after-school activities, and seek leadership roles if possible.


Fall 
• Attend College & Career Ready to make final decisions on your college list, learn 

about the application process, get specific help on parts of your application, or enjoy 
time designated to check items off your to-do list


• Make an appointment to see your counselor. Review your credits, college entrance 
requirements, and college choices. Talk about the application process and, if 
needed, the counselor recommendation


• If needed, see teachers about recommendations.

• Meet with college admissions representatives during their visit to JHHS.

• Check application deadlines and meet those deadlines. Remember that most college 

applications are submitted prior to winter break. The University of Wyoming deadline 
to be considered for the Trustees Scholarship is December 1. Many other colleges 
have early deadlines as well.


• Plan to retake the ACT or SAT - if needed. The latest you can retest for most college 
deadlines is December.


• Complete applications and essays. 
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• After October 1, fill out the FAFSA if you plan to apply for need-based financial aid. 
(Note: This is a change - in the past, the FAFSA has not been available until January 
1)


 
January

• Complete the CSS Profile (financial aid) form if your college choices require it.

• Submit those last applications.

• Request mid-year grade reports be sent to colleges that require them.

• Stay focused on your academic work while you wait for acceptance letters.


March-June 
• Make final campus visits if needed

• Send in confirmation and the housing deposit.

• Notify colleges of your decision to attend or not attend. Note: the national candidate 

reply date is May 1. 

• Notify your counselor of your plans.

• Request your final transcript be sent to the college you plan to attend. 


Parents/Guardians 
• Work with your student to submit the FAFSA.

• Help your student learn about responsibilities involved in accepting student loans. 

(You can find good, easy to understand information at studentaid.ed.gov)
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Researching Schools 
Researching schools thoroughly can be the difference between a satisfying post high 
school experience and one that is not quite so satisfying. There are many aspects to 
the research process.


Preparation Requirements 
Knowing what preparation is needed in high school is important. Most four-year 
colleges have specific coursework they want students to have completed before 
entering their college. These preparation requirements can vary from college to college. 
The minimum preparation requirements for a majority of four-year colleges are: four 
years of English; three or more years of social studies; three years of laboratory 
science; three years of math (starting with algebra); two years of a world language; and 
one year of the arts. However, students wishing to apply to a very competitive college 
(or a specialized program, such as engineering) will most likely need to take more 
math, science, and/or world language. It is always best to check directly with the 
colleges to which you are applying for information about admissions criteria.


Admission Criteria 
In addition to the coursework requirements, colleges have admission criteria that vary 
from college to college. Admission criteria most commonly refer to minimum grade 
point average and/or standardized test scores needed for admission. These items are 
looked at carefully by college admission staff. Many colleges also consider the rigor of 
coursework taken in high school. It is best to check with the individual college to find 
out how much consideration is given to level of coursework taken. It is certainly 
educationally sound to be taking coursework that is appropriately challenging for you. 
Colleges require that you have a copy of your high school record (your transcript) sent 
to them so that they can see what kind of academic work you did in high school. Most 
commonly, admissions offices of public colleges rely heavily on the transcript and test 
scores for making admission decisions. Most private colleges will give the transcript 
and test scores primary consideration, but will also look at special

talents as well. Colleges may want to know what activities you were involved with while 
in high school, how your teachers viewed you (via the teacher recommendation), and 
what you are like as a person (via the personal essay and sometimes an interview). 
Keep in mind that the academic record is of primary importance. Service academies 
have their own special criteria. It is always best to check directly with the colleges to 
which you are applying for information about admission criteria.
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Admissions Test Requirements 
Taking a college admissions test is a good idea for students considering attending a 
four-year college. Most four-year colleges require that you take either the ACT or the 
SAT and have those test scores sent directly to the college from the testing agency. It 
is generally recommended that the ACT or SAT be taken no later than spring of the 
junior year. (It is possible to take either test in the fall of the senior year.) These tests 
can be taken more than once. Students with a disability may qualify for 
accommodations for the ACT/ SAT college entrance exams. For details, visit the 
following websites. You can register for the ACT at www.actstudent. org and for the 
SAT at www.collegeboard.org.


These tests are given on designated Saturday mornings. It is common practice for 
colleges to consider your highest score when reviewing an application for admission. 
Students who register for the ACT test may choose either of two options—the ACT 
Assessment or the ACT Assessment Plus Writing, which includes a 30-minute Writing 
Test. Students are encouraged to take the Writing Test, as many colleges require it. A 
few colleges (usually very competitive private colleges) require that students take two 
or three SAT subject tests, in addition to the SAT Reasoning Test.


2016-2017 ACT TEST DATES 
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Registration Deadline Test Date

May 6, 2016 June 11, 2016

TBA September 10, 2016

TBA October 22, 2016

TBA December 10, 2016

TBA February 11, 2017

TBA April 8, 2017

TBA June 10, 2017



2016-2017 SAT TEST DATES 

Resources Available 
There are many resources available to you as you research colleges. Talk to your 
parents and your school counselor about your postsecondary plans. Come by the 
School Counseling office to find ACT and SAT study materials, major college resource 
guides, college catalogs, computer programs and many print resources about colleges 
and other options. Many college representatives visit the JHHS every year. To find out 
when they are available, check the Naviance/Family Connection Web site or stop in the 
School Counseling Office for a schedule of visits. Here are examples of some college 
search sites and guides:


connection.naviance.com 
www.collegeboard.org  
collegescorecard.ed.gov 
www.collegedata.com www.collegerealitycheck.com www.petersons.com 
www.princetonreview.com www.collegecost.ed.gov 

NCAA Eligibility Requirements 
Students who intend to play a varsity sport in college at the Division I or Division II level 
must meet the NCAA’s eligibility requirements and abide by their recruiting guidelines. 
Eligibility requirements include successful completion of a core curriculum of at least 
16 specified academic courses (called “core courses”) and meeting admission test 
score requirements. Specific information on NCAA eligibility requirements, as well as 

Registration Deadline Test Date

May 5, 2016 June 4, 2016

TBA October 1, 2016

TBA November 5, 2016

TBA December 3, 2016

TBA January 28, 2017

TBA March 11, 2017

TBA May 6, 2017
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the NCAA form to request that a transcript be sent to NCAA at the end of the junior 
year, can be obtained at http://eligibilitycenter.org. Students may register for eligibility 
on-line with the NCAA Eligibility Center. See your counselor if you have questions.


Considering Personal Preferences 
When researching and comparing colleges, you will want to consider your preferences 
such as selectivity, type of school (public or private), majors offered, size, location, 
activities available, faculty to student ratio, composition of the student body, facilities, 
special programs available, and cost.


The College Visit - in person or online 
An excellent way to research a college is to visit the campus. You should contact the 
admissions office of the colleges you wish to visit and arrange a specific date and time. 
Most colleges conduct tours on a regular basis and some have special event days or 
weekends, which are designed especially for prospective students. 


When participating in a college visit, you will most likely meet with an admission 
counselor and take a campus tour. Come with a list of your questions and talk with 
students and faculty as well as admissions representatives. 


Wondering what to ask when you’re on campus?

What makes your college unique?

How would you describe the students that go here? Where do most of them come from? 

What are the housing options for first year students?

What are the most popular clubs and activities?

What’s the faculty like? Are they accessible outside of class?

Are there any big changes in the works I should know about?

If you’re talking to a student, you could ask:

Why did you choose this college?

What are the major issues on campus?

How large were your classes freshman year? How big are they now?

What do students do on the weekend?

Have you ever met the college president?

How is Career Services helping you prepare for after you graduate?
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If you cannot visit in person, take a virtual tour of the college or university. A good site 
is www.ecampustours.com. And definitely check out the college website. While you’re 
there, look for answers to:


Other ways to get a feel for a college without going there: get on their mailing list (you 
can sign up on their website); read college blogs maintained by students;  meet with 
college representatives when they visit Jackson; watch video tours of the campus 
(schools post these on their Admissions page); talk with current students and recent 
alumni (ask the Admissions department for students or alumni you can contact); check 
out a school on Facebook; read the school’s newspaper. Also, keep an eye out for 
admissions representatives who will be visiting JHHS (mostly in the fall). Stop by the 
Counseling Office to get a schedule. 


Putting It Together 
A comparison worksheet, like the one in the back of this booklet, can be very helpful 
once you have researched several schools. You will want to personalize it to include 
the categories most important to you. It is a way to see “at a glance” how the schools 

How many years will it take you to earn your degree?

Wondering what to ask when you’re on campus?

Looking at a college website?

What town is the main campus located in? What does it look like?

Can you imagine yourself being friends with the students featured on the website?

How much are tuition and fees for one year?

Could you see yourself living in the dorms?

What events are coming up on campus? Do they sound fun?

What kind of GPA, test scores, and classes are required to be admitted?

What classes would you take in the major you’re thinking about?

What kind of services does their Career Services department offer?
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compare in those areas of greatest interest to you. It is also a handy way to access 
admissions requirements, testing, and deadlines.  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Application Process 
The application process begins early in the senior year; therefore, it is important to 
have completed most of your research during your junior year. Every year, the 
counselors introduce juniors to resources available for researching colleges. This can 
be a very time consuming and stressful experience, but with some planning and 
organization, it can be productive and more enjoyable.

Once you have determined your final list of schools to which you are applying, you will 
need to be very aware of deadlines and application requirements. Sometimes it is 
helpful to create a chart that includes valuable information about your final list of 
colleges. On your chart, you should list the factors that are important to you in 
choosing a college (listed in the Self-Assessment section) as well as the important 
application information such as deadlines, school profile information, and what 
components are required in the application package. A sample is available on the back 
cover of this booklet. The application process often varies from school to school, some 
requiring several steps and others requiring a more straightforward process.


Applications 
A number of private and public colleges use the Common Application, which allows 
you to apply to numerous schools with one application form. To access the form or 
submit the application electronically, go to www.commonapp.org. Pay close attention 
to unique requirements; for example, some colleges may ask for letters of 
recommendation and others may not. By accessing the Common Application website, 
you will be able to see the list of schools that accept it and what specific requirements 
they each have.


Common Application 2016-17 Essay Prompts 
Choose the option that best helps you answer that question and write an essay 
of no more than 650 words, using the prompt to inspire and structure your 
response.  Remember: 650 words is your limit, not your goal.  Use the full range 
if you need it, but don’t feel obligated to do so.  (The application won’t accept a 
response shorter than 250 words.)

	 1	 Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that 

is so meaningful that they believe their application would be incomplete 
without it. If this sounds like you, please share that story.


	 2	 The lessons we take from failure can be fundamental to later 
success. Recount an incident or time when you experienced failure. How 
did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?


	 3	 Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea.  What 
prompted you to act? Would you make the same decision again?
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	 4	 Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. 
It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma-
anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its 
significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify 
a solution.


	 5	 Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, that 
marked your transition from childhood to adulthood within your culture, 
community, or family.


If using the Common Application, you will need to fill out the FERPA release form in the 
My Colleges section. In addition, you will need to enter your Common App username in 
the “Colleges I’m Applying To” section of Naviance/Family Connection.


When applying to public colleges or universities, you will find that the applications are 
fairly simple to complete. Usually, you will be asked to provide an official transcript, a 
list of your senior classes, your ACT or SAT scores and answers to other basic kinds of 
questions. Therefore, an application to the University of Wyoming (for example) is not 
quite as time consuming as some others. (Applying to UW typically takes about 20-30 
minutes)


If you are applying to any private colleges, you will find that, in general, most of these 
schools have applications that require you to share more information about yourself. 
You may want to develop a resume including activities, involvements, honors, and 
experiences that will help give a strong picture of your interests and accomplishments. 
This will allow you to be more efficient as you complete applications. If you have other 
applications that do not ask for this information, you may still want to include your 
resume so the college gets a broader perspective of who you are.

More extensive application packages usually involve some combination of the 
following components:


Recommendations 
Many colleges require or encourage that your application includes two to three 
school-related recommendations. Often, you are asked to include two letters 
from academic teachers and a letter from your counselor. Occasionally, you 
may want to include a special recommendation from a coach, activity advisor, 
or non-academic teacher who can provide an exceptional view of a particular 
area of interest or strength.
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To be sure that your recommendations are effective and timely, you should 
complete the Senior Questionnaire on Naviance/Family Connection. Give 
teachers and your counselor at least three weeks to write the evaluation. Your 
teachers and counselor may also appreciate a copy of a resume to assist them 
in writing a thorough letter. Finally, a thank-you note is greatly appreciated for 
your teachers’ efforts.


The Essay 
Don’t let the essay paralyze you with fear! The admission representatives 
simply want to know you better and discover your unique qualities. Ask 
yourself the question, “what else would I like others to know about me that I 
feel is an important part of the person they may ultimately select?” When 
writing an essay or personal statement, a short and original essay is desirable. 
If a choice of topics is given, choose a topic, make a list of ideas to be covered 
in the essay, develop an outline, and write a first draft.


Be certain the personal statement is broken into paragraphs. One long 
paragraph does not look good in a personal essay.


Vary the structure and length of your sentences to provide interest. Use 
intelligent sentences and common sense. Use your own style and write in a 
direct, conversational manner. Make certain you have a smooth transition from 
one idea to another and from one paragraph to another, and be absolutely sure 
to check your spelling. Ask someone to proofread your work; often your 
English teacher or someone in the Writing Center is willing to review it for you.


The Interview 
A handful of colleges and universities require you to interview with one of their 
admission representatives. Other schools may give you the option of having an 
interview. If you do participate in an interview, go prepared. You should have 
some basic knowledge of the school, and a list of questions that you intend to 
ask. Remember, the interview is as much an opportunity for you to find out 
about the school, as for the school to find out about you. Appearance, 
mannerisms and first impressions are important. Mostly, be yourself! Be sure to 
send a thank-you note to your interviewer.  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Making College a Good Investment 
Understanding your careers goals and options (and their earning potential) will help you 
find a college or career school that meets your needs. A college education is a long-
term investment. With careful planning, you can find a college that’s a right fit, study 
what you are interested in, and make it affordable.


While you could get a job straight out of high school, The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
makes it pretty clear that any postsecondary (post-high school) education or training 
will make your chances even better. This isn’t just talking about four-year colleges: 
graduates from occupational programs (like auto mechanic training programs or 
culinary school) and two-year colleges (community colleges grant associate degrees) 
have far higher average earnings and far lower unemployment rates than those who 
just stop at high school.


Speaking of “affordability,” thinking about your potential career and the earning 
potential of that career can help you evaluate your school options. You want to make 
sure that the school you attend is affordable relative to your likely income. In other 
words, think about whether your potential annual salary will be high enough to cover 
any student loan payments you may need to make (along with covering your other 
living expenses) after you graduate. Check out the Department of Labor’s career 
search tool, My Next Move (mynextmove.org), for information on the average annual 
salary for each career. 


Do you have a few careers in mind you’re thinking about, and now need to explore 
education options? Visit the Department of Labor’s career search tool, My Next Move, 

�20



to find out how much and what type of education is required for a particular career, 
then use Naviance’s College Match tool to find schools that may meet your needs. You 
can search for colleges based on their type, location, and degrees and programs/
majors offered. 


Understanding College Costs 
College costs more than tuition. By understanding where money goes, it can be easier 
to understand and compare college costs, as well as explore options for saving money.


Tuition 
The cost of taking courses. Some (public) colleges charge by the number of 
credits a student takes; others have a set cost

room and board


Lodging and food 
The cost to live on campus and eat off the meal plan


Books and school supplies 
Books can be expensive (but there are also usually options to rent textbooks or 
purchase used copies). Also, consider notebooks, computers, desk 
accessories, or a refrigerator for your dorm room.


Fees and other institutional expenses 
Include charges above and beyond general tuition (like activity fees, lab fees, 
and parking permits)


Transportation costs and miscellaneous  
expenses 
Travel to and from campus plus other money for entertainment, clothing, and 
dining out
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Financial Aid 
Financial aid is money to help pay for college. It can come from:


U.S. Federal Government in different forms: 
grants that don’t have to be repaid

loans that you borrow and must repay with interest over time

work-study, a work program through which you earn money to help pay for 
school


Use FAFSA4caster to get a sense of how much aid you might receive through the U.S. 
Department of Education. All of this money is determined after submitting the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid), an online form found at fafsa.gov and can be 
submitted beginning October 1 of the year before you plan to start college.


Wyoming Hathaway scholarships 
In 2006, the Wyoming State Legislature established the Hathaway Scholarship 
Program designed to provide financial assistance to Wyoming students to attend 
college in the state of Wyoming.  The Hathaway Scholarship Program provides TWO 
types of scholarship programs (merit and need-based) which can be used in 
conjunction with UW Scholarships to help students reduce their cost of education.

To be eligible for any part of the Hathaway Scholarship Program students must:


Graduate from a Wyoming high school or successfully complete a home-
based education program or receive a minimum standard scores on the GED


Apply within two years of the graduation date of the student’s graduating 
high school class.

Enroll as a full-time (12+ hours per semester), or part time (6-11 hours per 
semester) student at UW


Initiate use of Hathaway Scholarship award in first semester of UW 
enrollment.


 

Opportunity* 

$840/semester
Performance 

$1260/semester
Honors 

$1680/semester

GPA 2.5 3.0 3.5

ACT 19 21 25
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*Additionally, the Provisional Hathaway (2.5 cumulative GPA, 17 ACT or 12 on 
WorkKeys) can be used at the 7 Wyoming community colleges and is worth $840/
semester.  

Western Undergraduate Exchange 
The Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) program provides students in the 
western states the opportunity to enroll in many two and four year public college 
programs at a reduced tuition – 150% of the college’s resident tuition.  The following 
states participate in the WUE program: Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, 
Washington. However, each institution handles the WUE scholarship differently – you 
must check with each institution for the approved majors as well as specific 
institutional requirements.  Most institutions require evidence of academic performance 
such as ACT or SAT test scores or high school GPA, or may place other conditions on 
WUE enrollment.  Please visit the WUE website at www.wiche.edu/sep for a complete 
listing of participating institutions and requirements,  or contact the Guidance Office 
directly.


The college you attend 
Visit your college’s Financial Aid page or ask someone at the Financial Aid office. Also, 
try asking around the department that offers your planned major - they may have 
specific scholarship money as well.


A non-profit or private organization 
Each year, non-profit and private organizations provide numerous scholarships to 
students from Teton County. Keep an eye out for local scholarship information and 
applications to be released in December. Booklets are also available on the JHHS 
School Counseling website; a copy can also be picked up from the JHHS School 
Counseling office.
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College Comparison Worksheet 
There are many possible ways to organize your college information. This is a 
suggestion from ACT.


College Name

Location (distance from 
home)

Size (enrollment, 
physical size of campus)

Environment (type of 
school, school setting, 
location and size of 
nearest city, co-ed, 
religious affiliation)

Admission Requirements 
(deadline, tests required, 
average test scores and 
GPA, special 
requirements)

Academics (intended 
major, special 
requirements, student-
faculty ratio, typical class 
size)

College Expenses 
(deadline, required 
forms, % receiving aid, 
scholarships)

Housing (residence hall 
requirement, availability, 
types and sizes, food 
plan)

Facilities (academic, 
recreational, other)

Activities (clubs, 
organizations, Greek life, 
athletics/intramurals, 
other)

Campus Visits (when, 
special opportunities)
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